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Takeaways

A graduate school for
interdisciplinary research in the

space of Human-Centered Security

Increased Impact
Interdisciplinarity opens
chances to increase the impact
of the research, as it takes more
diverse viewpoints into account.

Available Research Methods
The research methods of other
fields may serve one's own
research goals better than
traditional methods [1, 2].

Interdisciplinary Skill-Building
It improves skills for collaborative
goal definitions and dealing with
ambiguity and uncertainty.

Human-Centered Security (HCS) research is built on interdisciplinary work. However, true integration of knowledge [4] is hard. The key to success is
methodological guidance to integrate diverse knowledge. An interdisciplinary HCS graduate school can facilitate such integration and can increase
the impact of the research in various scientific communities. The biggest challenges lie in the (publication) traditions of each discipline. 
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Modes of Publication
Monographic dissertations are
hardly compatible with
cumulative ones and can
hinder effective co-work. 

Wanderers Between Two
Worlds
For reviewers, there is the
difficulty of recognising work
that combines methods from
different fields, e.g., the mental
models of reverse engineers [3].

Differences in Compensation
In Germany PhD students
from social sciences earn less
than PhDs from technical
disciplines. Equal pay could
reduce the potential for
friction .

Two Cohorts
First 2016-2021 and second 2021-2024

Twelve PhD students paired into six
"tandems" 
Tandem: technical student + student from
social sciences or humanities

Each Cohort

Meta-Perspective
One additional PhD student from psychology
followed the process


