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Kelly McKernan
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Early Years



Developing her own style



Developing her own style (cont.)



Full Time Professional Artist
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Kelly’s Income Sources

Commissions

Sell prints onlinePost sample art online



Over 50 of her paintings scraped into LAION-5B database.
No consent, no compensation, no credit given.
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In the Style of Kelly McKernan
A woman with white curly hair and a ribbon around her neck by Kelly McKernan
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“Watercolor portrait, flowing hair, vibrant colors, beautiful
Woman, cosmic, in the style of Kelly McKernan”
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Online marketplaces for style mimicry
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Style mimicry has become an industry



• Artists stop promoting art online or risk 
mimicry

• Mimicry model replaces artists being trained on

• Anguish, hopelessness, depression…

• Losing their identities 

• Many are quitting art 

• Demoralizes art students; art classes shrinking

• … 

Disruption to artists’ livelihood today
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Based on our user study with 1200+ professional artists in Jan 2023
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Today

• Glaze – protect artists against AI mimicry

• Deploying Glaze to artist community

• Artists’ feedbacks, continue updates

• Integrations with platforms, other modalities

• Real-world attacks 



Artists reach out to us for help

Online townhall organized by 
Concept Art Association

Sept 2022

Nov 2022

Feb 2023
• Working with artists – interviews/user study
• Developing a protection tool

Mar 2023
• News coverages (New York Times, etc.)
• Glaze Beta release

July 2023 1 million downloads
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Without

Protection

With

Glaze

Add small modifications 

• Barely visible to human eye

• Poison diffusion models’ training

Glazed artOriginal art Fail to mimic
Artist’s style

Train to mimic style

e.g. Finetune a stable 
diffusion pretrained model

Generated images 
mimicking artist’s style



Original art
Mimicked art

w/o protection
Mimicked art

with protection
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• mimicry-as-a-service

• countermeasures



Deploying Glaze

• We considered the risks

• could be misunderstood

• not future-proof

• Original tweet went viral 

• 4.8 million views

• 1 million app downloads

• Windows, Mac, GPU support

• Web service
Free to use, runs locally on Mac/Windows
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• Moral boost for artists 

• Thousands of thank-you emails

• Help from artist community

• App UI design, YouTube video 

• Part of campaign against misuse of Gen AI

• Gaming companies/art platforms

• Follow-up work

• Writers, voice actors, musicians, 

choreographers 

Lynds Gallant

Karla Ortiz Jon Lam

Sarah Andersen

Kelly McKernanEdit Ballai

Kat Loveland Oscar Araya

Eva Toorenent

and many 
more!
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Attempts to bypass Glaze in the wild

Glazed “Musa Victoriosa”

by Karla Ortiz 
Mimicry attempt
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• Possible stronger attacks in the future

• Continue updates to Glaze

• Testing attacks from the wild

• Better optimization, less artifacts

• Account for new diffusion models

Attempts to bypass Glaze in the wild



A Small Step in the Big Picture
Generative AI vs Human creativity
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Historic strikes from 
writer and actor 

(WGA, SAG-AFTRA)

Senate hearings on 
Generative AI



A Small Step in the Big Picture

Engaging with activists (EGAIR)

Talking to the U.S. 
Copyright office and 
other legislatorsSpeaking and educating 

artists/creators from unions

Generative AI vs Human creativity



@TheGlazeProject

glaze.cs.uchicago.edu

webglaze.cs.uchicago.edu


