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January 1985. 1200 USENIX mem-
bers in Dallas for the Winter Con-
ference. Rob Kolstad gave the
keynote. Lauren Weinstein gave a
progress report on Stargate. Susan
Nycum spoke about liability issues
in Netnews transmissions.

Gad! Some topics just don’t go
away.

Doug Comer and Ralph Droms
talked about tilde trees; there was a
first paper on NFS; Steve Johnson
chaired an impressive languages
session (DIBOL, Modula-2, Con-
current C); papers by Ian Darwin
and Geoff Collyer, by Ray Essick,
by Peter Honeyman and Pat Parse-
ghian. A status report on the
USENIX UUCP project by Karen
Summers-Horton and Mark Hor-
ton. Really good stuff. Meaty stuff.
Oh, yeah. And Mike O’Brien on
mail in CSNET.

Which reminds me.

In last June’s ;login:, I celebrated the
1984 Technical Conference. It stim-
ulated Mike O’Brien to send the fol-
lowing email. (Incidentally, when
Mike was a graduate student, it was
he who produced the first USENIX
distribution tapes; Mike also was
the distributor of the 50-bugs tape
[“by special request”] in 1976.)
Mike writes:

I wanted to note my memories
of the Salt Lake City conference.
If I remember correctly, this con-
ference was the pinnacle in the
series of by-then-traditional
“wizards” parties.” For some
years, the hosting wizards at
each conference had tried to
outdo previous hosts in provid-
ing an exotic, elaborate party.
The tradition probably began at
the Santa Monica conference,
when Dave Yost hosted the party
at his home in the Hollywood
Hills, providing a tank of

; LO G I N : F E B R UA RY 2 0 0 5  U S E N I X N OTE S 67

U S E N I X  M E M B E R  B E N E F ITS

Members of the USENIX Associa-
tion receive the following benefits:

F R E E  S U B S C R I P T I O N to ;login:, the Associ-
ation’s magazine, published six times
a year, featuring technical articles,
system administration articles, tips
and techniques, practical columns on
such topics as security, Perl, Java, and
operating systems, book reviews, and
summaries of sessions at USENIX
conferences.

A C C E S S  T O  ; L O G I N : online from October
1997 to this month: 
www.usenix.org/publications/login/.

A C C E S S  T O  P A P E R S from USENIX confer-
ences online: 
www.usenix.org/publications/
library/proceedings/

T H E  R I G H T  T O  V O T E  on matters affecting
the Association, its bylaws, and elec-
tion of its directors and officers.

D I S C O U N T S on registration fees for all
USENIX conferences.

D I S C O U N T S on the purchase of proceed-
ings and CD-ROMs from USENIX
conferences. 

S P E C I A L  D I S C O U N T S  on a variety of prod-
ucts, books, software, and periodicals.
For details, see 
www.usenix.org/membership
/specialdisc.html.

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  regarding
membership or benefits, please see
www.usenix.org/membership/ 
or contact office@usenix.org.
Phone: 510-528-8649
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helium, a tank of oxygen, and a
box full of balloons.

At this conference, the party was
held in a ski cabin owned by the
university, up by Snowbird or
some such. To get there was
quite a drive, the last part of it
through the woods on a snow-
covered hillside. The cabin itself
was quite rustic.

No sooner had I come in the
front door than a bunch of wiz-
ards, who were all gathered near
the back door, asked me, “Want
something to drink?”

“Not just yet, thanks,” I replied.

“No, no, you want something to
drink!”

“Nope, sorry, maybe later.”

“You don’t understand. You
really want something to
drink!”

“All right, all right, I want some-
thing to drink!”

“OK! Take your pick!”

One of them swung open the
back door, to reveal a snowbank
up to the roofline. Holes had
been punched in the snowbank,
and bottles of various elixirs had
been stuffed into the holes, so
that the picture presented was of
a glowing white wine-rack.

Things only got better from there.

(For a picture of Dennis Ritchie
with Bill Joy and of Tom Ferrin with
Mike Karels, taken at Snowbird, see
A Quarter Century of UNIX.)

Summary of USENIX 
Board of Directors Actions

Tara Mulligan

The following actions were taken
by the USENIX Board of Directors,
6/27/04–12/10/04.
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In 2005, $48,000 will be budgeted
for standards efforts to support new
developments in the Linux Stan-
dards Base, participation in POSIX

IR meetings, representation at the
International Standards Organiza-
tion meetings, membership in The
Open Group, and collaboration
with the Free Standards Group.

USENIX will continue to support
the USA Computing Olympiad in
the amount of $15,000. USACO
supports pre-college students who
show great promise for careers in
computer science. 

The Board approved a donation of
$50,000 to the Electronic Frontier
Foundation in partial fulfillment of
its 2001 commitment of $150,000.

USENIX will fund the Computing
Research Association Committee
on the Status of Women in Com-
puting Research in the amount of
$40,000. It will sponsor systems
students in their Distributed Men-
toring Program. For more informa-
tion, see http://www.cra.org
/Activities/craw/dmp/index.php.

CO N F E R E N C E S

USENIX will sponsor a new work-
shop, Steps to Reducing Unwanted
Traffic on the Internet (SRUTI),
July 7–8, 2005, concerned with
finding ways to stop attacks on sev-
eral standard Internet protocols:
see http://www.usenix.org/events
/sruti05/.

The Virtual Execution Environ-
ments (VEE) Conference in June
2005 in Chicago will merge the
USENIX Virtual Machine and Tech-
nology Symposium (VM) and the
ACM SIGPLAN Workshop on In-
terpreters, Virtual Machines, and
Emulators (IVME). It was felt that
researchers working on virtual exe-
cution environments would be bet-
ter served by having a single top-
notch event, rather than two
smaller ones.

CO N F E R E N C E  R E G I STR ATI O N  F E E S

Registration fees for 2005 confer-
ences were raised slightly to keep
up with rising costs as follows: 

Annual Tech and LISA Tutorials:
1/2 day, $325; 1 day, $625: 2 days,
$1,200; 3 days, $1,775; 4 days,

$2,300; 5 days, $2,825; 6 days (LISA
only), $3,150; students, $200/day

LISA: half Technical Session/half
Training day, $425

Annual Tech and LISA Technical
Sessions, members: 1 day, $250; 2
days, $500; 3 days, $650; students,
$90/day

Security Tutorials: 1 day, $650; 2
days,  $1,250; students, $200/day

Security Technical Sessions: mem-
bers, $675; students, $270

Technical Sessions for all 3-day
conferences with no tutorials:
members, $675; students, $270

M E M B E R S H I P  D U E S

The Board voted to raise member
dues for the first time in three
years: Individual, $115 (increase of
$5); Educational, $250 (increase of
$20); Corporate, $460 (increase of
$20); Affiliate, $110 (increase of
$5). Student, Supporting, and
SAGE dues are unchanged.

SAG E

The SAGE Transition Team (Geoff
Halprin, Trey Harris, David Parter,
and Lorette Cheswick) is pursuing
setting up SAGE as an independent
entity. An application for 501(c)(3)
non-profit status has been filed
with the IRS, and a Letter of Deter-
mination as to whether that status
will be granted is pending. The
USENIX office continues to pro-
vide all SAGE services and benefits.

COM M IT TE E S

The Board will form an audit com-
mittee in 2005, to comply with new
California legislation regarding
non-profit organizations.

N E XT  M E E TI N G

The next regular meeting of the
Board of Directors will be held on
Monday, April 11, 2005, at the
USENIX Annual Technical Confer-
ence in Anaheim, CA.  The Board
will also meet on April 12, to dis-
cuss strategic directions.




