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The overall cost of the system is a major consideration for us. The costs as-
sociated with using SNFS software are minimal compared to the hardware
and software costs from a single vendor. The ability to select optimal stor-
age devices and switches gives us a tremendous amount of flexibility in
buying open-market cost-effective hardware. Based on previous experience
and testing of shared file systems, we believe that ADIC’s SNFS performed
extremely well. The cost of ADIC’s SNFS run around $5000/client, with no
restrictions on the number of processors per client. Yearly maintenance
runs around $5000 for 24/7 support. The amount to be spent on switches
and servers is up to the implementer. The main benefit derived, of spend-
ing approximately $3 per gigabyte for storage, cannot be overemphasized,
since there are no limits or restrictions on the amount of storage we can
add to a system. In the future the cost of storage will be measured in ter-
abytes, not gigabytes, owing to the boost in disk capacity per disk and the
storage industry’s tremendous growth. 

Please take a minute to complete this month’s

;login: Survey
to help us meet your needs

;login: is the benefit you, the members of USENIX, have rated most

highly. Please help us make this magazine even better.

Every issue of ;login: online now offers a brief survey, for you to

provide feedback on the articles in ;login: . Have ideas about au-

thors we should—or shouldn’t—include, or topics you’d like to see

covered? Let us know. See 

http://www.usenix.org/publications/login/2006-08/

or go directly to the survey at

https://db.usenix.org/cgi-bin/loginpolls/aug06login/survey.cgi


