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Signing on the Dotted Line
So I was convinced, and the deal was worked out. I like to think that we negotiated to
the point that encouraged me to act Òhungry and motivated, but not desperate.Ó The
VAR wants to motivate sales, but not at the expense of longer-term relationships with
the customers. I needed to make sure the bills could get paid in the short term, and the
potential was worth my effort.

Reactions from my family cover the gamut. Some are positively enthusiastic, some are
unsure but supportive, and one thinks IÕve made a mistake. True to form, IÕm out to
prove the naysayer wrong.

But I Can Still Be a Sysadmin, CanÕt I?
As you can see, I took each of these steps in a logical fashion, one after the other.

Maybe itÕs like in the medical profession when a doctor joins a pharmaceutical com-
pany and no longer sees patients Ð theyÕre still a doctor. Maybe being a sysadmin is not
just the knowledge you have, or the activities you perform, or the title on your door. If
we are a profession, and I say we are, itÕs got to be something more than managing user
accounts.

So, yes, I am a sysadmin and a card-carrying member of SAGE, the professional organ-
ization of system administrators. (Okay, I really donÕt carry my card around Ð but I
could.) And, currently, I am simply providing better data storage solutions to busi-
nesses that need them.

As I said, I have no regrets.
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