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the enactment of laws, the current system of mandatory licensing and AMA member-
ship came to be.

While opinions may vary on the tradeoff between the current medical profession’s
unwieldy bureaucracy versus the protections it offers, the alternative of an unlicensed
profession must be considered even less appealing.

The medical professional tendency to develop toward specialization (e.g., obstetrics,
dentistry, ophthalmology, anesthesiology, neurology, surgery, etc.) has limited the
overall power of the “general practitioner” while producing highly evolved forms in
each field. The generalist who can see across the specialties to view the interdependen-
cies remains vital, however. System administration is in the early stages of this same
specialization process.

Despite their differing stages of evolution, however, both the medical profession and
system administration exist today in a state of flux in which there are no easy solutions
to the dilemmas confronting each.

Conclusions
SAGE has started on a course that includes some perils that took the medical profes-
sion decades to work out. We should be cognizant of what happened in their history to
help us along with ours, recognizing that some solutions may be out of our hands for
the time being. While we do not generally deal with people’s lives, one can guess that if
computer operations start threatening people’s lives on a daily basis, the bricks of a
formal licensing model will start to be laid much faster.

These articles don’t attempt to solve today’s training, certification, membership, or
organization issues through the promise of a radical treatment program, but they do
attempt to begin the process of education, opening our eyes a little wider and helping
us along on our path.
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