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1. http://boulderlabs.com/12.teaching.

2. http://www.usenix.org/publications/library/
proceedings/sfo4/full_papers/manber.glimpse.

3. http://www.usenix.org/publications/library/
proceedings/wu.pdf.

4. As always, I loosely use the term “UNIX” to
mean UNIX-like systems, including Linux,
{Free, Open, Net}BSD, Solaris, etc.

5. fip://linux1.fnal.gov/linux/611/SRPMS//
glimpse-4.1-4.src.rpm.

6. ftp://ftp.cs.tu-berlin.de/pub/linux/Mirrors/
sunsite.unc.edu/utils/text/glimpse-3.6.src.tgz.

7.ftp://ftp.polito.it/pub/tools/unix/harvest/
glimpse-4.12.6.tar.gz.

8. http://swexpert.com/ (click on UNIX Basics).

9. http://webglimpse.org/.

10. http://www.tardis.ed.ac.uk/harvest/ and
http://www.si.uniovi.es/mirror/harvest-net/.

other non-ASCII files such as compressed, uuencoded, and postscript files. You can
customize the skipped files with a .glimpse_exclude file.

On the other hand, sometimes you want to index what is kept in compressed files.
Using a .glimpse_include file, you can arrange for glimpseindex to examine otherwise
ignored files. The .glimpse_filters file allows you to specify a program to explode the
coded files so that glimpseindex has something to work with. For example, if
.glimpse_filters includes the line

*.Z uncompress <

then any file ending in .Z is uncompressed before glimpseindex sees it. The file itself is
not changed (i.e., it stays compressed).

Miscellaneous
Three quick side notes: first, my colleague Peter Collinson just wrote an excellent tuto-
rial, “Grep Is Fundamental,” in the September 2001 Server/Workstation Expert.8

Second, Webglimpse is a by-product of glimpse for indexing Web sites.? Its predeces-
sor, Harvest, provides some interesting history.10

Third, sometimes it’s not the content you want to search but just the file names. I've
mentioned that I automatically create a daily glimpse index. I also create a FIND file:

find $HOME -print > SHOME/.DOT/.FIND
I have a shell script, ef, that consults this list to help me locate file names:

% ef backpacking
/usr/people/bob/BACKPACKING
/usr/people/bob/BACKPACKING/REPAIRS
/usr/people/bob/BACKPACKING/food
/usr/people/bob/BACKPACKING/BP-LIST

The first argument to the script is the string I'm looking for. Successive arguments are
filters to eliminate noise. Here is the essence of the ef script:

Ist=$HOME/.DOT/.FIND

case $# in

1) egrep -i $1 $lst ;;

2) egrep -i $1 $Ist | egrep -v $2 ;;

3) egrep -i $1 $Ist | egrep -v $2 | egrep -v $3 ;;

4) egrep -i $1 $Ist | egrep -v $2 | egrep -v $3 | egrep -v $4 ;;

To find any file name, give it as the first argument. If you “hit-the-jackpot,” start
adding filter arguments until the list shows just what you want. Try it and it will
become clear.

Thanks to reviewers Dave Clements, Tom Poindexter, and Steve Gaede.

slogin:



