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Years and Years

On September 8 or 9 (depending on
where you were on the globe) the UNIX
clock ticked its 109 second. I was in
Copenhagen at uptime(1), a terrific bash
sponsored by the DKUUG. Talks
(including mine and Rob PikeÕs), sit-
down dinner, a rock group, a techno
group, a multimedia show, champagne,
and fireworks. Simply wonderful.

I got home in the wee hours of Septem-
ber 11 and got to my office, bleary-eyed,
just after the attacks. Not the best greet-
ing.

But, two weeks later, I was in Sydney as
keynote for the AUUGÕs meeting (the
other two keynoters were Evi Nemeth
and Rob Kolstad). It was 25 years since
John Lions installed v6 on the PDP-11 at
UNSW. Another wow.

In November IÕll be at the ALS; itÕs 10
years since Linus posted the 0.01 kernel
on HelsinkiÕs FTP site. In December IÕll
be at LISA talking about all the anniver-
saries that took place in 2001: 125 years
of the telephone, 50 years since the first
commercial computer went on sale
(about the size of a small garage, 5,000
tubes, water-cooled). UNIVAC sold 46
of them at $1 million each. Think of it as
you heft your laptop or PDA.

And the ARPANET, which had four
machines at the end of December 1969,
now has about 160 million.

Happy New Year!

Barton had won his fourth consecutive
gold medal at an international math
competition.

Two US team members, Tom Widland of
Albuquerque, NM, and Vladimir
Novakovski of Springfield, VA, earned
silver medals in the competition. Steven
Sivek of Burke, Va., captured a bronze
medal. Widland is a senior at Albu-
querque Academy; Novakovski and
Sivek both are juniors at Thomas Jeffer-
son High School for Science and Tech-
nology in Springfield, Va.

The US team was sponsored by
USENIX.

My trip report for IOI 2001 is available
directly at:http://www.uwp.edu/
academic/mathematics/usaco/2001/ioi/
report.htm 

All 205 photos that I took at IOI 2001
are stored can be viewed at:
http://www.ofoto.com/BrowsePhotos.
jsp?collid=73793377103

Thank you USENIX for sponsoring the
USACO.

VECPAR 2002 Ð
Announcement
and Call for
Papers 
5th International Meeting on High
Performance Computing for Computa-
tional Science June 26Ð28, 2002

Faculdade de Engenharia da Universi-
dade do Porto, Porto, Portugal

http://www.fe.up.pt/vecpar2002

Important Information
Deadline for submissions: December 14,
2001

Proposals for tutorials due: December
14, 2001

AuthorÕs notification: March 8, 2002
Tutorials: June 25, 2002

Secretariat:congress.porto@abreu.pt

Organisation:vecpar2002@fe.up.pt

Topics of Interest
� Cluster and Grid Computing
� Computing in Biosciences
� Concurrent Engineering
� Data Processing
� Educational Issues in Computa-

tional Science and Engineering
� Large Scale Simulations in all areas

of Engineering and Science (e.g.,
Computational Fluid Dynamics,
Crash and Structural Analysis, etc.)

� Numerical Methods (PDE, Linear
and Non-Linear Algebra, etc.) 

� Parallel and Distributed Computing
� Problem Solving Environments
� Scientific Visualization

Invited Speakers
� Yutaka Akiyama (Computational

Biology Research Center, Japan)
ÒHuman GenomaÓ

� Leif A. Eriksson (Uppsala Univer-
sity, Sweden)
ÒComputational ChemistryÓ

� Vipin Kumar (University of Min-
nesota, USA)
ÒData MiningÓ

� Rainald Lohner (George Mason
University, USA) 
ÒComputational Fluid DynamicsÓ

� Ed Seidel (Max-Planck-Institut fŸr
Gravitationsphysik, Germany)
ÒProblem Solving EnvironmentÓ

Proceedings
Proceedings, including full text of all
presentations, will be available during
the meeting. Additionally, a book will be
published by Springer in its Lecture
Notes in Computer Science series
(http://www.springer.de/comp/lncs/index.
html) and distributed after the confer-
ence. This book will include the invited
talks and a set of selected papers.
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