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Summary 
This issue of;login: contains summaries of LISA, so you should read them (and the Pro-
ceedings) if you want to learn more.

To summarize my own column, IÕd like to remind you all that most people alive in the
world today have, by definition, average intelligence. This is a no-brainer, right? Sure,
until you try using some off-the-shelf software designed for those average users. About
18 months ago I wrote that the best user interface ever designed is the light switch: a
simple-state machine with an obvious interface and a quick and appropriate response to
the userÕs interaction.

While things will have changed by the time you read this, Northern California is still
having rolling blackouts to deal with the decision to deregulate electricity in California
and how the free market took advantage of this wonderful opportunity. The result,
which has practically bankrupted billion dollar utilities like Pacific Gas and Electric, has
led some people to suggest reviving nuclear power as a Òclean optionÓ to fossil fuels. LetÕs
think about how we have dealt with the waste products of this clean option.

One by-product of nuclear reactors is plutonium, with a half-life of more than 20,000
years. Designing something that can safely contain plutonium for this time span has
proven beyond our current capabilities. The best solution so far is to put the plutonium
into nuclear warheads, which then must be carefully stored in highly secured areas
because they are so dangerous.

Another option for dealing with so-called Òdepleted uraniumÓ is to shoot it at your ene-
mies as anti-tank ammunition. The US has managed to transfer over 30 tons of radioac-
tive material to the Middle East this way. The people who came up with this solution to
the nuclear waste problem should be given some kind of award.

Again, I digress. I consider it my responsibility, and hopefully yours as well, to act as
intelligently as possible in an uncertain world. And donÕt forget to update BIND.
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