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continue to choose features over security, simply because new features are what con-
vince people to buy new upgrades, even if those same features make the operating sys-
tem less secure.

The price of oil will continue to increase. Yes, I know this has little to do with computer-
systems architecture, but it has a lot to do with the economies that support them. In
September, the British lorry (truck) drivers blocked distribution of oil products for
three-and-a-half days, from Monday morning until Thursday afternoon. By Wednes-
day, hospitals had cancelled all elective surgery, schools were closed, and most grocery
stores were bare. Prime Minister Tony Blair announced that it would take over six
weeks to get back to normal. And this was a three-day stoppage.

As our reliance on fossil fuels increases (bigger cars and more people worldwide driv-
ing), the fuel supply is not getting any larger. In fact, studies have shown that by 2010,
the oil companies will be able to pump less oil than they do today. As the supply
decreases (while the demand continues to increase), the price will inevitably increase.
We need to develop alternative fuel sources now, or we will have no electricity to power
our computers, much less sit in our cars for the two-hour commute.

I am also predicting the rise of humanoid robots. This will occur first in the San
Francisco Bay Area, because the rising cost of housing will force anyone without a
high-tech or financial job to move far away, too far to commute, leading to their
replacement by robot waiters, waitresses, bartenders, cleaners, cooks, bellhops, and
policemen. Well, we already have some robotic police, in the form of the cameras that
take pictures of red-light runners, but that is only the beginning. Robocop, here we
come.

I would love to be able to predict peace, joy, good health, and prosperity for you and
everyone else in the new year. But that is for you to decide and make true.
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