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your own RPMs and incorporate them into the component list, that database needs
updating. When run from the i386 directory, i386/misc/src/anaconda/utils/genhdlist will
rebuild the database for you. Note that the genhdlist command may be different
between Red Hat versions, so use the genhdlist included with each version.

Lastly, you should test your distribution. During testing, you are preparing to “go live”
with a new environment. Plans for support and maintenance should be in place before
deploying sitewide. You’ll want to support your Red Hat distribution the same way you
would support other software: with a bug repository, a Web page describing basic
installation, and so on.

For those who want a working example of a distribution, I’ve put up all the scripts and
RPMs for my distribution at <http://www.theorygroup.com/Tools/TGLinux>. TGLinux is
based upon a distribution I did for Stanford University that has been successfully
installed on several thousand systems.

Branding
When creating a Red Hat distribution, there are several ways to do “lite branding.” Here
is a short list of ideas:

1. Change the graphical login logo to your own. It’s located at 
<usr/share/pixmaps/redhat/redhat-transparent.png>.

2. Incorporate the latest fixes and patches into your distribution nightly. An example
script can be found at:
<http://www.theorygroup.com/Tools/TGLinux/scripts/merge.pl>.

3. Place a common motd and banner in /etc/issue and /etc/issue.net. Note that these
files are automatically recreated at boot from /etc/init.d/rc.local normally, so you may
have to make some additional changes to that startup script.

4. Burn CD-ROMs of the distribution for home users.

Summary
Although the cloning mechanism may change for other operating systems, certain
tenets always apply. First, by creating your own clonable image, you have the opportu-
nity to deploy and enforce your security policy. Second, cloning saves time. Third,
cloning lends itself to a true development cycle with all its benefits.

But just as with everything else, the more thought put into planning, the better the
results. Too often, we find ourselves typing in the same thing day after day. To have
computers do what they should – enhance productivity – anything you find yourself
doing multiple times should be automated. By automating tasks, you will create a
repeatable process with repeatable results, an utter necessity to compete in the upcom-
ing e-business world and participate in the hostile Internet.
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