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staff where I work knows that I am extremely concerned about protecting our users’
privacy, and that it is based on more than just the university’s rules.

Should we include ethics in the certification process? Yes. Should we judge the appli-
cants’ ethics? No. We are not at the point where the ethics of systems administration are
universally understood and agreed to by sysadmins, their users, managers, and the gen-
eral public. Until we get to that point – which will probably take a long time – the pro-
fession and professional bodies are not in a position to judge. We can advise, educate,
and discuss. In our certification process we can ask applicants about their knowledge of
the SAGE code of ethics, but that is all.

If you have not looked at the SAGE code of ethics recently, you should:
<http://www.usenix.org/sage/publications/code_of_ethics.html>). Have you had an ethics
discussion (not a lecture!) at work? In your local SAGE group? It might be time to do
that.
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