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and Pine. Where news is concerned, rn,
readnews, trn, tin, and nn are all there.
And archie, WAIS, Gopher, Veronica are
discussed along with WWW,

There’s a lot more, but | was really
pleased to see that stuff that’s more than
a few years old, but still in use, has not
been totally forgotten. I still like Lynx,
for example; I'm frequently uninterested
in the zillions of bits of graphics.

Ward is useful for a very different reason:

there are over 100 books on installing
some flavor of Linux and getting started,
but there’s too little on what you do next
— what you do when there’s a real prob-
lem with your network or you've suf-
fered a system crash.

Ward answers the questions you'll have
in real life, after your Linux system is up
and running. The CD is useful, too, as it
contains a bunch of config files and can
serve as an emergency boot disk.

Petersen and Ward share the shortcom-
ing of not have a references section, nei-
ther of URLs nor of books.

XML

Box et al. have written a book that’s not
so much about the Web, as about how
XML can be utilized as “universal duct
tape for all software integration prob-
lems.” I’'m not really convinced as to
XML’s universality, but I have been sold
on its usefulness for several years.

This is a fine book on a relatively high
level, covering a number of fundamental
abstractions and the concepts that
underlie XML technology.

The three appendices cover the XML
information set (complete with URLS),
XML productions (both xml and xmIns),
and an “example gallery” — all in under
100 pages.

Highly recommended.
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