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The EJB package is part of the Java 2 Enterprise Edition (J2EE), which was announced
in April 1997. EJB 1.0 was released in March 1998. The specification was defined by
Sun in partnership with BEA and Oracle.

Some objectives were to:

standardize Java application servers
enable reuse of business components without access to source code
make component and application development easy.

The EJB specification specifies the interface between:

a client and an EJB
an EJB and the EJB container.

An EJB application server includes:

the server

development and management tools

standard infrastructure services such as RMI, security services, naming services,
transaction services, database connectivity, and messaging services.

Summary

I have presented a brief overview of the common distributed-object technologies. The
development of DCOM, CORBA, and RMI were all driven (in part) by the desire to
support the notion of “enterprise” solutions. Enterprise Java Beans, arguably, bring new
meaning to this expression. It remains to be seen whether EJB technology will live up to
this reputation.
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